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A brief critique of current use of native plants: 
1. ”Native” is used very loosely: 

•  nearby, but not really here; 
•  or... just plain not native! 



A brief critique of current use of native plants: 
•  Ladybrid Johnson Wild!ower Center recommended plants: 

•  about 32% are typical native species for our area 
•  another 18% or so are native to the area, but rare or atypical 

•  plants at the annual UTEP plant sale: 
•  about 24% are typical native species for our area 
•  another 9% or so are native to the area, but rare or atypical 



A brief critique of current use of native plants: 
•  autumn sage (Salvia greggii) 
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A brief critique of current use of native plants: 
•  texas sage (Leucophyllum frutescens) 
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A brief critique of current use of native plants: 
2. Conventional xeriscaping doesn’t look like anything you would "nd 
outside town. 



A brief critique of current use of native plants: 
3. Black plastic. 



Onward! 
•  But, isn’t the low-elevation !ora around here, well... boring? 



Diversity. 
•  There are about 23 plant species there  ⬇ 



Diversity. 
•  Overall, about 800 plant species--about as much as England. 

•  Biggest families: sun!owers, grasses, legumes. 



Diversity. 
And it’s not all just creosote shrubland. 



Diversity. 
Tarbush shrubland. Flourensia cernua. 



Diversity. 
Tobosa grassland. Pleuraphis mutica. 



Diversity. 
Tobosa grassland. Pleuraphis mutica. 



Diversity. 
Black grama grassland. Bouteloua eriopoda. 



Diversity. 
Black grama grassland. Bouteloua eriopoda. 



Diversity. 
Mesa dropseed grassland. Sporobolus flexuosus. 



Diversity. 
Burrograss grassland. Scleropogon brevifolius. 



Diversity. 
Shadscale shrubland. Atriplex obovata. 



Diversity. 
Shadscale shrubland. Atriplex obovata. 



Diversity. 
Blue grama grassland. Bouteloua gracilis. 



Diversity. 
Oddball plant communities, too. I don’t know what you call this. 
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Diversity. 
Oddball plant communities, too. I don’t know what you call this. 



Diversity. 
And that’s all before you get to the mountains! 



The gist being... 
Even in the “boring” parts of southern New Mexico, we have lots of 
ecological diversity and lots of native plants to work with. 



Maybe we could grow these? 
A few local plants that I haven’t seen for sale... but would make Las 
Cruces look a bit more like New Mexico! 



Trailing windmills, Allionia incarnata var. villosa 



Trailing windmills, Allionia incarnata var. villosa 



Othake, Palafoxia sphacelata 



Othake, Palafoxia sphacelata 



Flax!owered ipomopsis, Ipomopsis longiflora 



Flax!owered ipomopsis, Ipomopsis longiflora 



Hairyseed bahia, Bahia absinthifolia 



Hairyseed bahia, Bahia absinthifolia 



Pricklyleaf dogweed, Thymophylla acerosa 



Pricklyleaf dogweed, Thymophylla acerosa 



Dakota vervain, Glandularia bipinnatifida var. brevispicata 



Dakota vervain, Glandularia bipinnatifida var. brevispicata 



Threadleaf ragwort, Senecio flaccidus 



Threadleaf ragwort, Senecio flaccidus 
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Threadleaf ragwort, Senecio flaccidus 
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Spectacle-pod, Dimorphocarpa wislizeni 



Spectacle-pod, Dimorphocarpa wislizeni 



Spectacle-pod, Dimorphocarpa wislizeni 



Fendler’s bladderpod, Physaria fendleri 



Fendler’s bladderpod, Physaria fendleri 



lyreleaf jewel!ower, Streptanthus carinatus 



lyreleaf jewel!ower, Streptanthus carinatus 



Mesa dropseed, Sporobolus flexuosus 



Mesa dropseed, Sporobolus flexuosus 



Mesa dropseed, Sporobolus flexuosus 



Arizona cottontop, Digitaria californica 



Arizona cottontop, Digitaria californica 



Arizona cottontop, Digitaria californica 



Black grama, Bouteloua eriopoda 
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Black grama, Bouteloua eriopoda 



Silver bluestem, Bothriochloa laguroides 



Silver bluestem, Bothriochloa laguroides 



Cane bluestem, Bothriochloa barbinodis 



Want to know if a plant lives here? swbiodiversity.org 
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Want to know if a plant lives here? swbiodiversity.org 



THE END. 


